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We will begin with a review of several key recent experiments that 

point towards the onset of charge order with short correlation 

length in the hole-doped cuprates.  We will then discuss the onset 

of the Kerr effect in the same region of the phase diagram and will 

highlight several puzzling and striking aspects of the Kerr 

measurements.  I will then argue that the Kerr onset is evidence of 

chiral charge ordering in the cuprates.  Further consequences of 

this hypothesis, including concrete experimental predictions, will 

be discussed.   
  

 

 


