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MIT to develop health
science and technology

Rupsa Ray & Rachana Khanzode
Mun_'ubai. Nov 21

TheMassachusettsInstitute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) has partnered with the govern-
ment of India’s department of
biotechnology to form the Transiational
Health Science and Technology Institute
(THSTI) inIndia.

The institute will be modeled after the
Harvard-MIT Division of Health Science
and Technology (HST) and will include
faculty from multiple disciplines and pro-
fessions and offer degrees through multi-
disciplinary programmes. The institute is
funded by the Indian governmentand will
bearesearch-and -training centre that will
be highly interconnected with other re-
gional centresofexcellence.

Susan Hockfield, president, Massa-
chussetts Institute of Technology said,
“MIT has always opened the doors be-
tween disciplines and with THSTI, we
want to build multi-disciplinary pro-
grammes. We are also partneringwith IIT-

‘institute in India

To foster a culture of innovation in

"THSTI, HSTwillhelprecruit and train new

faculty members. Each year, starting Sep-
tember 2008 and eontinuing until 2011,

four recruited faculty fellows from THSTI

willjoin the HST faculty: These faculty fel-
lowswilltrainatHST fortwoyears and will
develop translational research pro-
grammes, and design courses and curricu-
lafor THSTI, “Wearenotsureatthisstageif
students from THSTIwill be going to HST,
but the facultywillbe,” saidHockfield.
MIT has also initiated an ‘International
Innovation Initiative’ (I-Cube) modeled
on the Deshpande Centre for Technologi-
calInnovation, thatwillworkwithinterna-
tional partners to identify and select
collaborativeresearch projectsacross mul-
tiple disciplines that could lead to new
company formation, connect researchers
to local and global venture capital net-
works, and develop courses for students
thataddress technological innovation and
gotomarketstrategies.



