Graduate Association of Aeronautics and Astronautics (GA3) Meeting

August 18, 2003

Minutes by K.Duda

Attendance:

19 Present

Garrett Barter (President, LR-ACDL)

David Benson (LR-Draper)

Emily Craparo (LR-LIDS)

Kevin Duda (Treasurer)

Antoine Jerusalem (LR-TELAC)

Dan Kwon  (LR-SSL)

Nuria Margarit (GSC Rep)

Jessica Marquez (Vice President, LR-MVL)

Alex Mozdzanowska (At-large) 

Steve Paschall (GSC Rep)

Ryan Peoples (GSC Rep)

Todd Schuman (at-large)

Jessica Townsend (LR-GTL)

Laurence Vigeant-Langlois (LR-ICAT)

Ryan Whitaker (LR-LAI)

+4 other members of the graduate community

Minutes:

Student Group Name Vote  (Nuria)

· Ranked order of 10 submitted names 

· Top 3 by individual rank (number votes by hand):

· MASA, 117 points (6)

· EAGLEs, 120 points (2)

· GA3, 124 points (8)  ( WINNER!!!!   Thanks to Erika Wagner!!

· Honorable Mentions

· GAAAS

· AA-GSC

· I can’t remember what each acronym stands for, Nuria is the master keeper of those records.

Introductions  (Garrett)

· Treasurer, Kevin Duda

· Uncontested balloting.  Who would have guessed?

· GSC Representative, Steve Paschall

· Uncontested balloting.  He would have won anyway.

Constitution Amendments  (Garrett)

· 18 people voted, unanimously, to pass the two not so dramatic changes to the constitution

Graduate Quality of Life Survey (Jessica M.) 

· Individual lab meetings should be held within the next few weeks

· Hand out the surveys that the executive committee worked so hard to prepare

· Talk up the “cookout” (and correct people that it’s not a BBQ)

· It’d be good to let the people in your lab know who GA3 is and what we’re doing

· We want you to get as many people as possible to participate.  100% participation is not necessary, but it would be nice.  

· We’re giving the lab representatives something to do… they have to talley the responses of the members in their lab and enter it into JJM’s nifty Excel spreadsheet (which doesn’t quite exist yet).

· The LRs need to answer questions from the members of their lab too

· This survey is intended for the “older” grad students.  We’ll hand out another in 6 months or so for the newbies.

Course 13 Merger Discussion (Alex) 

· This is not supposed to be anything like the survey

· When the lab representatives have their meeting they should use this opportunity to disseminate what info we have regarding the potential merger with the Ocean Eng. Department.

· Gather some feedback and pass it on.

Orientation  (Ryan)

· Panel

· During the fancy orientation breakfast, have some one-on-one time with the new grads without the faculty in the room

· Have a set of topics to discuss and answer any questions they may have

· Not an impressive showing of volunteers (
· Jessica T, Alex, Antoine (International students), Tom McGuire (IMs), …

· BBQ

· It’s not a BBQ, it’s a “cookout”  (ask Ryan) on the lawn in front of Bldg 33, from 1:00 – 4:00pm the first Friday of classes

· Intended for Grad Students and Professors

· How do we keep the undergrads and other misc. students out?  Ticketing was brought up – give them out at the orientation breakfast.

· Need to get the word out to everybody in the department

· Lab Meetings

· Emails

· Interested folks should send Ryan an email and attend their lunch meeting tomorrow.

Website

· Just about everybody jumped to volunteer for this job….not exactly.  We’re still looking for someone to take on this task.  Perhaps a new grad student who’s eager to get suckered in….er, I mean involved.

Seminars, Lab Meetings

· Prof. Harris is keen on the idea of having a Department Colloquium where we bring in a big wig from the Aerospace industry.  This would obviously be more of a formal setting and require a bit more resources than GA3 has right now.

· We had in mind a less formal setting.  A single calendar, possibly web based, that has a list of speakers hosted by each lab.  You’d be able to see the list of speakers for the week, month, or semester and attend those you’re interested in.  It’d be nice to know what other labs are doing these days.

Quals 
· Now here’s a big topic

· Be at the Info Session in October/November (or whenever it is)

· Those who have recently, or maybe not recently, taken the exam and passed

· “Unofficial” guide to taking the quals

· Everybody seems to like this, but we need to be careful about this unless we can get the faculty to buy into it.

· Course and Topics List

· Difficult because of the dynamics of the courses

· Labs could create a topics list for their professional area

· Solutions to old exams

· Are any two solutions the same?

· Some topics to include in the guide

· Subjects

· Classes

· How to study

· What to expect during the Oral

· Summer…Fall…January, what you could be doing

Visiting Committee

· Individuals external to the A/A Dept come in and evaluate us every other year.  They usually talk to just about every body…Undergraduates, Graduates, Untenured Faculty, Tenured Faculty, etc.  

· GA3 is probably going to have a significant role in this event

· Help out Prof. Harris

· What to present

· Work on the panel

Course Requirements

· We’re not exactly sure what we can do here, but probably something influential

· MS / Ph.D. course requirements are rather vague, as listed on the website

· Course offerings change so frequently based on faculty interests, which makes it difficult for us to plan our schedules to meet the degree course requirements

· Our job would be to work with Barbara Lechner to get this information down on paper and in a more organized fashion.

· Work to make sure the courses listed are actually offered.

Other

· Need to work on getting the new grad students involved.  

· Formalized Sub-Committees

· Great Idea!  Makes the participation more meaningful.  

· Just need to figure out what the major “committees” are. 

Next Meeting

· General Meeting: September 22

· Surveys Due: September 12

· Tallied, put into the Excel sheet (provided by JJM) and emailed back to JJM.
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