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LETTERS

Nuclear Material
Loopholes

READERS OF SCAENCE SHOULD BE GRATEUL TO
L. Palmer and (G Milhallin for describing
Brazeils mie ntion o aperale a new wranim
cmrichment plam. and the proliferation
concerns this achon arowes (© Brasils

mickar pumle,” Policy Forum, 22 {ct, p.
17 If apprehension abaut  glohal
wWamnng causes an expansion of nuckar
power deployment durmg the next half
cemury (J), it 15 vital to himit the spread of
dangerous fuel oxle actvitics—enrich-
memnt and reprocessmg—that can lead to
muckar weapons.

Palmer and Milhollm suggest that it
Brazil cooperates wih  Infermatioml
Atamic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspec-
tiems and presumably accepts the “addi-
tiemal protocal™ for challenge inspections,
Brazrl willbe a “good nuclear cifizen,™ and
the United Sttes and the rest of the warld
shoukd accept Bran s enmichment actvibe.

We disagree. As we (), and others,
have argued, the proper policy & to avaid
all new ennchmeni and reprocessing
activity in non-nuckar weapons slates and
tor muckear supphier states to provide recip-
lemt siates with miematomlly assured
errichment and spent fuel disposal services
at attractive prices. This would begin witha
“stay-put” peniod aof 10 t0 15 years, afier
which natioms could reevaliate m hight of
muckar power amnd nonpra liferation devel-
apmenis.

We should not adapt a policy toward
Fracri] that we are unwilling to accept far
Iran and North Karea. The lafter have
bromght 1o a head the sharcommgs af the
Nuclear Monproliferation Treaty (MPFT)
implementation regme—these  shies
empkry the regme o move to the brink af
a weapmns camhbility within the treaty
framework. Closing NPT loophaoles needs
urgent attention, and Brasl will jeapordize
thie peszibilities for snccess ol resalution i
they mave forward with ther wanium
emrichment plant. The argument that
Brami] 15 mot seeking a weapans capahihity
has not always been true, and TAEA
mipections ane nal an adequate abegurd
apamsl states that are seekmg muclear
capahility, such as Iran and North Korneca.
IAEA inspections are nat sufficiem for
comralling the spread of muclear weapons
capahility, and the Umted 5tes will not
he successiul with a policy based on a
chegen few—the Umted States and other
muclear weapons stales—deciding which
ather nations can safely develop fuel eycle
acimities and which camol. The Umied
Sates should vigorously oppose the
Braxiban enrchment phnt and offer
Brasmi] concrete meentives to abandon this
dangerous course of action. Bracil faces a
chamce of being a spailer in mademizing
the NPT mplemeniation regme or of
heing a leader in accomplihing that
imparknt end.
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