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ABSTRACT

In 2000, Li Ang simultaneously. published both Zizhuan no sdueshuo
(Antobiography: A Nevel) and Piaoli zhi Iii (A Drifting Jowrney). Li Ang
defined her literary story about Xie Xuehong’s life experience in
three ways: first, a biographical story of Xie Xuehong’s life; second, a
fiction about Xie Xuehong’s romantic tove; third, a record of history.
According to recent research, the first wavé of Talivanese feminist
movements started in the Japanese colonial era and the second wave
was the feminist activism that Nationalists' anti-communist political
forces enhanced in Taiwan. This phenomenon seeis to match 'the
repetitive patterns that Fast Asian feminism's fse octuriéd undef the
supervision of male social activists and polifical-culpiral reformers,
Seldom, however, do researchers stress Yie Xuehd‘x‘fg ad the unique
feininist part 'of both waves of Taiwanese feminist activiém., This arti-
cle aiems (o ‘etphasize Li Ang’s literary and artisitic efforts to add Xie
"Kuehong’s feminibt stories to the first two waves of Taiwanese femi-

nist getivism. "

InTRODUCTION

In 2000, Li Ang stmultaneously published both Zizhuin no xiushiio (Ato-
biography: A Novel) and Pisoliv zhi It (4 Drifling Journey; companion téave-
logue). The former is 2 literary biographical fiction aboit Xie Xuehong's
life, The Iater is a companion travelogue. Li Ang documented how she fol
lowed Xie Xuehong's footsteps to Japan, Russia and Shanghai.! This article
aims to emphasize Li Arig's Hitérary and artisitic efforts to add Xie Xuehong's
feminist stories to, Taiwan’s pre-1949 feminist activism.

* Yachen Chen s Assistafit Professor of Forgign Languages and Litoratire and Dircctor of
the Chinese Language Trogram at,Clark Univessity. Hler academic books include The Many
Dimensions of Chinese Feniinisn, Women ‘and Gender in Chinose Mential Artx Fiims of the New Millen-
nium: Navrative Analysis awd Cender Politics, Women in Contempornry Chinese Socirties: Beyond the Han
Pririarhy, Higher Edueation in East Asia: Neoliberalivm and Professoriate, Women in Tafwan: Sociocul-
tural Perspectives, and Fawemd My Concubine: StaneSax Reading and Cross-Cullyral Dialogues,
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Accordmg tecent research, the first wave of Taiwanese feminist move-
Ments started in the Japanese colonial era and the second wave was the femi-
nist activism that Nationaiists’ anti-communist political forces enhanced in
Taiwan. This phenomenon S¢ems to match the repetitive patierns that “East
Asian feminism'’s rise occurred under the supervision of male soctal activists
and political-culturat reformeys, ™ Seldom, however, do researchers stress Xie
Xuehong as the unique ferninist Pat of both waves of Taiwanese feminist
activism, This article, therefore, aims to remedy the above-mentioned over-
sight and emphasize Li Ang's litevary ‘and artisitic efforts to add Xie
Rueliong’s feminist stories to the first two wayes of Tafwanese feminist actiy-
ism. So far L Ang’s literary works haye not been the only artistic portraits of
Xie Xuehong, Tn 2ddition to Li Ang’s fictions, there were several on-stage
shows and even, possible plans for movies abouyt Xie Xuehong. For example;
in 1994, Tian Qiyuan (Tien, Chi-yuan) directed his or-stage drama show enti-
tded “Xieshi A, Nti—yincang zaj Iishi beihou de Taiwan niran” {The Girl with
the Surname Xie—The Taiwanese Woman Hidden behind the History).
What motivated Li Ang 1o write about Xie Xuehong was Chen Fang-ming’s
historical publication, and 1j Ang also honestry acknowledged this in her
book about Xie Xuehong,

Oro Fewmmnist Acmist Recorps

Generally speaking, current records about Xie Xuehong's femnbist activ
ism seem to be still more limited than those of her political activism. Follow-
ing s a brief list of some published information about -Ale Xuehong's
feminist activism in Taiwan and Mainland China, In March 1991, the Associa-

February 28 Incident® icluded Xie

‘tion to Enbance Peace after .the '
‘Congmin’s (Hsieh, Tsung-min) inte with Xie E (Hsieh, L), 2nd men-
e title never reached the top in these

tioned thit Xie Xuehong’s adminis

t activis -Otganizations,  The 4 erview implied Xie Xuehong's com-
plexity in romantic relations, yet Yang Kehuang's My Memory indicated Chen
Bingji’s (Chen; Pingtchi} threat about Xie Xuehong’s communist status.! Po-
litically speaking, Xié& Huehong was truly a political icon i her time because
Some news reports and comments mentioned that she was the “first female

leading character” and the “first fernate revolutionary” of the Febroary
Incident.®

In 1992, a publication about the February 28 Incident recorded Xie
Xue}zong’s Taiwanese feminist tide during that period: Chief of the

a Chu‘n, Ya-chen, The Many Dimensions of Chinesa Feminism, New Yorks Palgrave MacMillon,
oL po 14l -

3 Tliis nssociation was advacated and establislicd Ly Zheng Nanrong {Cheng, Nanjung;
1947:1989) in 1987. The president of this ussociztion i Chen Yongxing (Cl'lcn,"x’ung—hxing). The
anual conference aFhis associntion is Tebrunry 28, Mewmbers of this asseciation meet 1o pursus
the loliical retrificiion OF ifilsticé for people who sulfered from the hurt related to the Februs
ary 28th Tncideit In 19496, Tatf el Cigy govsemnent and the Executive Yoan started the policy
abont the Pehiimry 98 Memariul Dayr fuf Punce, Alter that, there are more nug more newy
reports, public attention, inemor halks mdd Tess confercnees rebyted 10 the trath of the Felbru-

a1y 28th Incideny, ° R o
4 Yang, Kehuang (Vang, Kehudng). fp d MAAE (M Meoi), Talpei: Yang Cuihus, 2005,
Pp. 268-269, IR .
5 Li, Dawei (L3, Taswel), “Ere v ba diyi ndzhngian; Taigong Xie Nuehong” (The First Fe.
male Leading Role of the Febroary 28th TIncident: Tafwanese Communiest Xio Xuehong). Epoch
Tiwmes. Frbruary 27, 2007,
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Talwanese Women's Tean bircct!y Under the Cengral Goversmeny {Wang,
Shiging, 7-10; Chen, Cuilian, 76-77).8

FEMmIST AcTivisy, GENDER THEORIES, AND 11 ANG's LitERary Worss anout
XiE XUEHONG's CaiLo-Bripg Xipa

Before the age of 18, Xle Xuehong was too young, illiterate, poor, and
resourceless to participate i collective teams or activities of feminist actiy.
Ism—except for escaping from her fate as 1 mistreated child-bride married o
Hong Xinhu (Hung, Hsin-hu). In terms of anthropological gender theotjes,
Xie Xuehong's escape from her status as 3 child-bride reminds readers of
Rubin 8. Gale (b. 1949), who published an academic article entitled *The
Traffic in Women; Notes 'on_the Political Economy of Sex."? Xia Xuehong
might not have f.‘orescéé_n.RubiQ S. Gale’s theoretical discourse; however, she
happened to echo Rubn Gale when she recalleq in My HalfLife Records that
she was “sold" like o “desired product” at the price of 160 Taiwanese dollars,
Li Ang even went out of her way to mention the Han Dynasty™s international
policy to exchange or “trade” Pry ¥
foreign kings for the ‘price” 6f wa _peace.’

In additioh to Rubin S. Gale, socio-biologists and other anthropologists
adopted the Taiwanese-dialect phrase s ipue '(c'hild-bz‘iclq:) and developed
the theory that <hildhood familiarity would result jn_scxt_l_al.;';{jsiqtgresc‘, such
as the unhappy marriage ir cases of child-brides or cousin marriage. Edvard
Alexander Westermark, the theorist about simpia, argued that the experi-
ence of human beings or animals living closely together i the first few years
of their lives minjmize mutual sexual atiraction, The research outtome of
Arthur P. Wolf, Robin Fox, Joseph Shepher, and Anne Pusey shares Wes-

6 Fulian zhivel (Exeentive Commitice Menber of the All Women's Associution) was Xie
Nuchong'y Teminisy activist thie altéer 1049,

7 Gale, Risbin, "The Traifick In Wosmen: Notes an the Political Economy of Sesc.” Totard qn
Anthropology of Wouei. Rigna Reirer' eqy, Monthiy Regien Press, 1975, Tiis article also appears i
Literary Theory: An Antholdgy. Julié Rividn and Michael Ryan edi Malden, MA: Blactwedl, 9004, op.
TI0-794, S e o :
8 Li, Ang. Zichugn no xigosfiuta {f_igi(q_biqgmp!{y: A Nozel), Taipei: 1 nangzuan (Royl Crown),
2000: htrp://aulhor.cmtm.com.m*/l_iqh:(o_nlin'e dats retrieved m fuly 90173, ppe 158168,

9 Pusey, Anne. “Inbreeding Avoidancs i Primates.” Indrexding, tnctst, and he Incrst Taboos
The State of Knouwledge ot the Ty & ihe Criigiry, Anne Puser and §, 1, Durham edt Stanford:
Sunford Unvierstiy Press, 2008, pp. 61-75.50 B T en

+Spain, David 17, "The Wcste:mur_cl:-l&‘reud Inccsl-—’I‘hr:or}' Debate: An Evaluaden and Refop
mation," (reeny Antlunpolopy 3.28 (1957): 623633, 648645, B

Also consult Arhyr o, Walf and Chich-shan Huang’s Maniage and Adaitton st Ching; Arthur

P. Wolf's Seiunt Attraction g Chilithood A ssoriation: A Chinese Hrief for Edyard Wadermandy Robin

Fux’s The Reg Lamr of Tncest and Kinghipy unid Maninge, Eedvard A, Wastermarci’s The Hisizry of

Humarn Maniagy, and Muniapa Covemonics in Movarcy, Jubani thanus's Muliiple Origins: Ketware Wes.
Lermarch in Search of :\d‘ankimf,.]'osef:l[ Shepher's frecest: A Bivsocial Veew; ere. Wil reference to
Jjournal articles qr hook chapters; se¢ Carol Mc(, Pastnier's “The Wesunarck Hypoihesis and First
Cousin Marriage™ Barbarg 5, Kisilevsky, Syivia M. J. Hains, Lee Eang, Xie Ring, Huaug Mefeng,
Ye Hai Huj, Zhang Ke, and Wang Zeugping's “Effects of Experience on Feal Voice of Recogni-
don"; Davld Spain's “The Westermark-Freu Incest-Theary Debate"; Robery A, Paul’s “Psychoa-
nalysis and Propinguity Theory of Incest Avoidance™; Klaus finmehnann’s “Sayyal andl Other
Long-Term Aspects of Sexual Imprinting in Birds and Other Species™; Plerre 1, wan den
Berghe's “Fuman Inbrecdmg Avoidance: Cultura In Notre®; Arghur p, WolPs “Childbood Asso-
clation, Sexnal Atraction and tha Incest Taboor A Chinese Case® ang "Adop: a Dm:rhepiu-law,
Marry a Sister; A Chiense Solution o the Problem of the Incese Taboo"; Alex Walter and Steven
Buyske's “The Westermarck Fffeet and Early Chitdhood Cosaciatization; Sex Differences in In.
breeding Avoidance.
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seemed to march the above-mentioned researchers’ scholacly belief. Com-
pared with Zhang Shumin, Lin Mushun, or Yang Kehuang, Flong Xinhu won
far less romantic love From XNie Xuehong.

L1 ANG'S ApBITIONAL LITERARY WoRrk on X1z XUEHONG'S FEMINIST ACTIVISM

At the age of 18, Xie Xuehong waveled to Japan with Zhang Shumin
(Chang, Shu-min) in 1919, learned Japanese, ditl business and lived in the
Chinatown of Kobe, Japan, for u while, Although the young age and illiteracy
might be bottleniecks of Xie Xuchong’s participation in collective feminist
activism during this paricular period, Lt Ang’s fiction highlights at least two
sorts of Xie Xuehong's unique feminist leadership: first, capacities 1o
(re}name/{re)define hersell; sécgnd, feminist empowerment in the erotic
game of writing. S i :

Capasitie o (ReName / (RE)Defeie Herself

Li Ang's’ Autabiography:’ A Novel Hind A Drifting Journey both reverberated
how Xie Xuehong {re named herself: Jiani (Fake Female), A Nit (Female),
Sulan, Yamane Toshike, Xie Feiying, Kurcahoba, and Wu Biyu 2°

The ¢apacitiés o (re)name or (re)define herself and act out herself as
the actiye subject, instead of the passive object, represent the creation of her
selfhoo the génder pecformativity of her own gynocentric genealogy.
The highlight of Xie Xuehong's capacities to (rejname/(r¢)define herself
happened to echo feminist theories related 1o Judith Butler’s belief in gen-
der pérformativiny,!! Michel Foucault’s theoretical dialoguies with Nietzsche
out genealogy'™ and history, and so forth.

oreerinent in the Erotic Game of Writing

< Wheén“Zhang Shumin replaced 2 pen with his penis 6 write on Xie
Kuehong’s body, Xie Xuehong was actually the true leader or instructor to
strategize and direct the erotic jouifsance (Luce Irigaray’s ferninist theoretical
term refers to sexual ecstasy). The entire seductive game was actually Xie
Kuchong's own féminine forture (Heléne Cixou ane Luce Irigaray's French
feminist theoretical term to refer to Feminine writing). Within the erotic
game, Xie Xuchong was the guide while Zhang Shumin was Xie Xuehong's
a¢herent

The erotic writing game all over Xie Xuehong's body signified the muld-
plicity of Xie Xuvehong’s enjoyment of sexual pleasure and became the
strongest feminist voice to talk buck to patdarchal highlights of the singular
focus on the male sexual orgas. This writing strategy happened to echo sev-
éral French feminist theories, such as Luce Irigaray’s beliefs in the multiplic-
ity of s n's sexual pleasure against the single-ness of men’s penises, parl
’ iNg as women), and so on, While Luce Trignray argued
1hal Women’s o {virginai) lips and diverse sexual

10 Yang, Kehiing {Yary chuangl. W de banshogii (My EHulpLife Records}. Kie
Huchong's verbul atobiogriphy” Taipeiy Fublished by Yang Cuihua, 2004, Pp. 2224 & 227,

1 Stone, Alison. “Towards 2 Geltealopieal Femindsim: A Reading of Judith Butler's Palitical
Thoughe” Contemparny Politizal Theary 4.1 [2005): £24,

12 "Genealogy demands donsideration of the teans by which ‘dispersed, beteromorphous,
localised pruceduces of power are adupted, reinforced, anc pansformed by these global sirate-
gies™ (Llyod, 443). Alse consult thearcticdl pubtications hy Michel Fonemls and Karthy E.
Ferpuson.
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zones defeart the “one-ness” or “single-ness” of men's penises,'® Li Ang’s liter-
ary wrlting strategy awarded Nie Xuchong this feminist prestige to act out
Luce Irigaray’s above-mentioned feminist theoretica) philosophy.

Citing legends about Fan Lihua and the Senior Goddess-Mother's incan-
tatfon, Li Ang happened to “sinicize” Luce Irigaray’s theoretical term “two
Hps”™ "We never forgot the mystic incantation. As long as the #wo iips were
opened and the voice came out with vocabulary, everything could be in-
volved—including life and deqth, "4 This magic incantation of “two lips” was
strengthened by Li Ang’s strategic over-reading of the sexual infication; “As
€asy as the password about sesame, it opens the door toward the sione cave
full of valuable deposits.”!? Furthermore, Li Ang's literary portrait combined
both male and female sexiial organs in the sectinns about fentanari. On the
one hand, this echoed tlse feminist theoretical concept of androgyny.'® On
the other hand, this paved the.way toward Xie Xuehong's masturbation or
auto-eroticism.1? S

In A Drifing fourney, 14 Ang’s literary metaphor about the Japanese harbor
of Kobe and the J’apanese—stylc diess, kimono, free from the hindrance of
panties or bra 1o easily and carefreely access the sexua) Jouissance happened
men’s erotic enjoyment and omnidirectional ecstagy,'™ When IHél2ne Cixou
highlighted women's seductive straegies,” fiminind deritire, and Madusa’s
power to “laugh away”!¥ the patriarchal siafvety (stcli'ss tly le-centered-
ness), Li Ang's literary writing strategy offered Nie Xuehong this ferninise
advancement to put Héléne Givou's above-mentioned thebries inlo practice
2¢ her own romantic boudoir, h

Li Ang's literary adoption of mythological legends, shelangjun (a serpent
wansforms into a handsome young man and marries a beautiful lady) and
hulifing (fox-spirit; a fox transforms futo an attractive lady and seducts men),
happened o everherate the patriarchal focus on the powerful penetration
of penis™ 'dy séxual intercourse and the ferinist seductive strategies to
counterconstruct. the ‘dominating and male-center-ed power of sexwaliey,™
Simultaneously:: Cskill the Chinese idiom hongyan huoshi

ich Is Not One Luce frigaray: Ky Whitings; ete. Luce
and Mary Gretn. Ingeboty Oveien also pub-

18 Consult Licé Trigar 2
Iigaray also cautkored with Sylvére Lo
lished a monograph about YLuce Irigaray. ) . . S

14 L, Ang. Zizhaan no ~doskieo (Alibioginphy: A Novely, “Taipel! Humpgiea {Royal
Crown), 2000: http://nuLhor.cmwu,(iq_ng:t;}'fjiqlg {ontine daa retrieved i July 2611), ppe 17

178

13 Jid, pp. 196-191.

16 Zid, pp, 925930 & 956-241,

17 18, pp. 293,

18 Jbid., pp. 7495, .

18 “Fhe Lavgh of Madusa” is one aof the most stereotypical represcniatives of Gixous's
ferninist articles, For more information about Cixous, also consuft the following official wehsite:
htlp://\m'\s‘.t-gs.'edu/fﬂcu!Ly/hc!cne-cixous/bi(;g‘rap]!y {dnline data revieved in June 2011),

20 Jian Qiru {Chlen, Chin, for example, highlighted the ritual und sesual procedure of
becoming a wife when conparatively decoding the Cantonese-Taiwanese compiwative wexts of
Chinese legends abowt shelungiun, Actually, the shelangun symbolizes the male sexu] organ. For
demils, consuft her Journal znicle enttled "Cong ‘chengyi’ de guoduxing yishi jiedu zhongmuo
shelangjun gushl-3i juetat Yiwen bijizo wei thuxian® (Decoding the Chinese Legends abour
Shefangjun in viewpoints of the Trunsitional Ritals of “Becoming A WHe"—AMin Facus on
Cantonese-Tajwznese Comparative Readings).

21 U, Ang Zidhun uo xinashue (Autbiography: A Nowd). T apei; Muangguan {Royal

Crown), 2000: hup:/ famhor.erown.com,uw/lon (onbine dar vetieved in July 2011}, pp, 5053
& 275277,
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(pretty women with rosy cheecks as sources of disasters) to point out patriar-
chal tricks to tarn the fox-spirit and women into a scapegoat for immoral
sexuality.** Even Li Ang's strategic overreading of Xie Xuehong's sexual ec-
stasy or jouissance hapgened to reflect the Bahktnian-style® celebratory spree
of carnivalesque joys.®*

Arrer Kk XUEHONG'S LiTERACY: LI AneG's FURTHER Work on NIk
KUEHONG'S PrE-1849 FeMBuST ACTIVISM

Women's Literacy

The proportion of most East Asian women'’s literacy was in doubt during
Xie Xuehong's lifetime. There was no Jack of well-known talented ladies with
marvelous educational trainings even before the modern republics were es-
tablished. However, the ratio of illiterate or uneducated women without out-
standing family backgrounds jwas incredible. Xie Xuehong was only one of

the convincing examples.*?

Financial Independence in A Raom of the Career Woman’s Own

After returning from Japan, Xie Xuehong became a career swoman: both
a wilor and a saleswoman of sewing machines (Yang, My Hal-Life Records,
185-148). This fnancial independence echoed Virginia WoolFs “room of
[women's] own."® With the Juxurious delight of financial selt-help that only
the rarely seen top percentage of Taiwanese women could bravely afford, Xie
Xuehong initiated, maintained and eseéaped from diffeierit romantic
relations. o
Glass Ceiling

Li Ang's graduatedevel training in drama might remind feminist readers
of Virginia Woolf's well-known theory about patriarchal social obstacles to
hinder Shikespeare’s sister's carcer. The globally renowned term “gldss ceil-
ing” will certainly join feminist readers’ recall of the above-mentioned aspects
refated to Xie Xuehong's career'and financial independence. On the job
market, male communist peers’ better accessibility to positions of power than

women, such as Xie Xuehong, also indirectly echoed the feminist theory of
“glass ceiling.”™”

First Female Bieycle-Rider: Feminist and Sexual Metaphors

In Anfobiography: A Novel, Lt Ang mentioned that Xie Kuvehong was re-
ported in local newspapers as the first female biker in Taizhong (Tai-chung)

22 Ibid,; pp. 275077,

23 Consuls Bakhtin's Rabelais and His World,

24 Chark, Kuerina and Michael Holquise, Mikliai! Balhiin, Cambridge, MA: Hanard Uni
versity Press, 1984, pp. 297209, o ‘

25 Quiside of Chinese-speaking aceas, even educated women wers not ught o under-
stand Lanji (Chinese charaeters) or hamuén {Chinese charzcters) in Japan and Korea ti the past;
thevefore, they were barred from access 10 influentizl documents, such as contracts, treaties.
legal data, natonal policies, miliuary orders, etc, 2t that time. Also consalt Li Ang's Zihuan no
xinoshuo (Antoblography: 3 Novel). Taipeir Huangguan (Royal Crown}, 2000 hep:/ fau-
thor.crown.cem.tw/lion (entine data retrieved in July 2011), p, 157,

26 Consult Virginia Woolf's A Roonr of One's Oren

27 Also consult The Glass Ceifing Effect and Federal Glass Ceiling Comumission's Sofid
Investiment,
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Qingling in terms of Xie Xuchong's insistence on the same political ideal
regardless of her lack of luxuriance that Soong Qingling enjoyed.

The Merger of Li Ang, Xie Kuehong, and Women

In addition to various pairs of comparison and contrasts between Xie
Kuehong and many women, Li Ang established mutuial connections with
Xie Xuehong and even merged a part of herself with Xie Xuehong in both
Aulobiography: A Novel and 4 Drifting Journey. For example, Li Ang confessed
that she was like wrning herself into Xie Xuehong. She overlapped her foot-
prints with Xie Xuehong's footprines, her eyes replaced Xie Xuehqng’s eyes,
her thoughts turned into Xie Kuehong's thoughts, and her feeling became
Xie Xuehong's feeling,

The experience in using seyving machines of “Singer” brand also linked 1.i

Ang and Xie Xuehong* Li Ang even moved forward to portray the erimson

color that Xie Xuehong identified herself with.* L Ang confessed,
Xie Nuehonig, I siill cannot choose'to swp standing by your side, . . I see myself from
you. We, you und I, to_fome extent, arg doomed o be everlasting opponents or
counterforce. .. For so many years, I bave written my fiction according 10 your life sto-
ries. You lived in my ereative wrillag and my life. You breathed my breath, Sometinies,
even felt thut we were in chorus, Yes, in chorus, it is good that we were simply i chorus,
not exactly united 1o be the same. But L am deeply afraid that pou would enter my fife
and merge with me, I fear that T would see you again in your grave amd imagine that your
ghost, which is rcluggmt to leave, would stick to me. . , I reatize how intensively you are
involved in my life. R

At the end of A Drifting Journey, Zhou Qing advised Li Ang tIié_t. :thg per-

mission for Li Ang to visit Xie Xuehong at the cemetery required Li Ang’s
kinship with Xie Xuehong. So Li Ang mentioned that Xie Xuehong was born
and brought up in her hometown and was her remote relative. Li Ang said -
that they yere cousins.?” Li Ang stated, "L am no Jonger just a writer havin
u a8 the céntral figure in my novel At that moment, you and I had blood
b

: at endlessly connected s, ,  You would forever have me, I am
your cousin,”?® Furth rmote, Li Ang remarked that she fused not only her-
self with Xi€ Xuehong but all the Talwanese women in the past 100 years, For
instance, in A Drifting Jos gy, Li Ang mentioned that one of the connecting
points is women's yearning for the freedom and joys resulted from
exoticism,?

33 Ibid, pp. 9094,

84 Rid, pp. 144143,

35 [hd., pp. 137140 & 229,

36 Ibid., pp. 170171 8: 222,

37 Ibid, pp. 222295,

88 Ibid, pp. 226-227 & 238.934 3 236,
88 Bid., pp. 98-97.
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