
TAMA NEW TOWN

Tama New Town was planned in 1965 in an attempt to ease Japan’s post-war rapid influx of population into Tokyo by providing hun-
dreds of thousands of housing in a master planned, pleasant sub-urban environment. Tama NT is one of the largest housing develop-
ments in Japan.  Suwa and Nagayama, two neighborhoods within Tama, are representative comunities of the New Town typology in Ja-
pan.

Four decades later, changes in demographics, transportation, infrastructure design, land use, life-styles and housing demand, have made 
Tama (and the many New Towns like it) challenging places to live.

Much of Japan’s current housing, environmental and infrastructure problems are amplified and exemplified in Tama and in need of ma-
jor shifts toward sustainable re-design and long-range planning.
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